Kelly is a Seattle native who
moved here from North Carolina

.in 1999 to be an associate profes-
. Sor of political science at Niagara

‘University. He was surprised by

 the number of potentaally danger-
us toxie-waste sites in the county
and decided to ¢
Kelly is the founding director
NU’s Environmental Leader-
ip Institute and director of the
iversity's enviro'nmental

Now he has been appo
chairman of the Restoration Advi-
“sory Board, a community-based

group ﬂmtlswoﬂdng withthe Ar-

“ iy Corps of Engineers to clean up
hazardous-waste sites in the
“ towns of Lewiston and Porter.

" The main focus of the Corps is

‘the former Lake Ontatio Ord-

ce Works, a 7.500-acre area
at was used in the Manhattsn

-Project research and manufacture

- of atomic weapons during and

‘ﬂnmedlately after World War I1.

- The sprawling area contains

the 191-acre Niagara Falls Storage
Site, a landfill where contaminat-
ed nuclear ‘waste was buried. Next
to it is the 600-acre Chemical

Waste Management facility, the

Jargest hazardous-waste disposal
‘site in the Northeast. Modern
‘Corp., a solid-waste disposal com-
- pany, also has a landfill nearby.
- Located within the boundaries
of the former ordnance site is the
Lewiston-Porter Central School
District, with 2,500 students.

. That whole area is quiite @

- mess. What is yous job?
My role is to be an honest bro-

ker, to earn people’s trust and
- ghow them that nothing is being

made substantial progress. Two
years from now, I want people to
look at the Lake Ontario Ord-
nance Works issue and fee] better

+ about the situation than they do

Wmﬂzeareabeckmwdup ~

by then? ;

1 cant say that, - Everybady
Wants to be at that point. People
want answers, and we'd all like to

do it faster, but the matter is very

that the original 7,500-ac
has become split up Vi

complex. Lack of government

funding, for one thing, slows us

down. The W?,r in ra.q and th

hidden in our efforts to clean up i

‘these sites,

Soyou're mmm f the pub- 1 ,

lic skepticism and general

o qfwnﬁdmwmﬂwzimzy
- Corps’ cleanup efforis so fur?
*.. Yes,and I hope to change that,
I»expect in the end we will have

_soty Boérd. Followmg well
 get together and figur ut what

we haveto change.
Such as?

county and state health ;ep rt-

 cleanup

question.

Are you optimistic that the

area can eventually be

cleaned up and the health is-
sues resolved?
I wouldn't be doing thisif 1
sught it was impossible. 1 don’t

 think we'll solve the matter in my
- two-year term as chairman, but I

_ hope to make significant head-

way.
Since your real job is teach-
ing political science, let's fin-

. ishwzﬂzapoliiwalquestwn.

years by petiy politwal bick-
ering. Wsyourmkemﬂw
situation?

. Most people in the community
 in a conservative mode and

intent on maintaining their piece
of the pie. They see development

as a threat and don’t want to give
up what they’ve got. They don’t
want their piece of the ple o get
any smaller,

What does Niagam Falls

- need to move ahead?

People in political office who

are willing to make bold deci-
sions, to try things that havent

been tried before. We need a pro-
gressive spirit, a willingness to
take chances and a willingness,

 frankly, to fail — and thereby the

opportunity to succeed. ,

Are you the man to do it?

Hell, no. I'm a college profes-
sor.

Kelly encourages community
membership in the Ordnance
Works advisory board and asks

?  those interested to contact Bill

VVhﬁt*you hnpe is 1o put :

ether the bwthealth smdy you

Choboy  at = 745-7790 :or
bille313@yahoo.com.

e-mail binichelmore:

. @buﬁ}wwscom

. Ontarlo Ordnance Wt)rks site but

1am ofﬁciany objective on the
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